and by far the most populous part, has been denuded of the upper limestone and marl, so that almost all the cities and villages of Malta are built on a porous sandstone. The rocks are usually regarded by geologists as belonging to the Pliocene formation. A microscopical examination shows that the upper and lower limestones are composed of corallines, calcareous algse, and large foraminifera; whereas the socalled sandstones are made up of pelagic foraminifera, resembling in many respects, and to a very large extent, deep sea deposits.
Malta is one of the most densely populated places in the world. According to Dr. Cousin, the able author of the last census, the proportion of the population, exclusive of Her Majesty's troops, is 1443.12 to the square mile. Nearly onehalf of this population (67,000) is concentrated, as might be expected, in the vicinity of the magnificent harbour, called the Grand Harbour, the shipping of which affords employment to thousands of the poorer inhabitants of the neighbouring cities and villages.
Valletta, the capital of Malta, is situated upon a tongue of land which forms the western boundary of the Grand Harbour and separates it from the Marsamuscetto or Quarantine Harbour. In its vicinity, near the base of the tongue, is its suburb, Floriana. On the other side of the Grand Harbour are the dense centres of population known as the three cities, or the three fortified cities. Two of these, namely, Senglia and Yittoriosa, are also situated upon tongues of land which run into the Grand Harbour at right angles to the peninsula, upon which Valletta and Floriana are built. At the base of these two cities, but separated by a small intervening space, is situated the third of the fortified cities, namely Cospicua.
Valletta is a handsomely built city, and to a stranger passing through appears to be very clean, but the houses are badly constructed, being lofty and built round narrow, well-like courts, down which little sunlight and pure air can struggle. The area of Valletta is only one-third of a square mile, and into this narrow space are crowded some 25,000 persons, the proportion of its population being therefore more than 78,000 to the square mile. If the area covered by the numerous sparsely populated buildings, such as the palace, the club, and the very numerous churches, was deducted, this proportion would be found to be much greater.
The most densely populated part of Valletta is called the Manderaggio. This quarter, inhabited by a very poor class of people, principally boatmen, is situated close to the Mar-samuscetto Harbour, and only some few (14) feet above the level of the sea. It covers two-and-a-half acres, upon which dwell 2,544 persons, giving a proportion of 636,000 to the square mile. Another very densely populated and low-lying quarter is that of Strada Fontana, which lies in a deep hollow behind the fortifications. It is also inhabited by the very poorest class. When we come to treat of the deaths from cholera in Valletta during the late epidemic, we shall find that they mostly took place in these two low-lying localities, and not on the higher parts of the ridge.
Floriana, the suburb of Valletta, is a small, regularly built town. It has a population of 7,000, and is even more crowded than Valletta, the average number of persons to each inhabited dwelling being 10.44, whereas the average number in Valletta is 6.60. But it must be borne in mind that Floriana is situated in an isolated and healthy position.
The three fortified cities may be described together, and in a few words. The buildings are similar in structure to those of Valletta, but It will be remembered that one English soldier died of cholera during last year's epidemic in Malta. This was the only opportunity I had of making a post-mortem examination soon after death. From the contents of the ileum Koch's comma bacillus was readily cultivated ; in fact, the fluid contained in the intestines was seen under the microscope to be almost a pure cultivation.
After the cessation of the epidemic, a very suspicious case occurred in the same military hospital. A sample of the dejection, closely resembling the rice-water stool of cholera, was sent to me for examination, but from it I failed to obtain the cholera microbe. Afterwards this case was found to be due to acute milk-poisoning. In the same way I have, during the present year, examined several severe cases of vomiting and purging, which aroused suspicion in this and other military hospitals, but with the same negative result. These cholera spirilla, when introduced into sewage-contaminated 
